" VENTURA COUN

Re: The Star’s Dec: 2ars

“ticle “DA sues car donation:
" noriprofit™
I hate badly run non-
proﬁts Most nonproﬁtS’

.are run. by well-inten-
tioned leaders determined

to fix'a problem that:they
seé and that nobody is ad-
dressmg '

But there will always be:
some who, instead of see-:

- ing 4 problem to be fixed,
see'a game to be conned. 2]
These are the ones we .

: ~ need'to watch for. :
I have been involved

* in therapeutic horseback -

riding. and: nonproﬁts for

3lyears now: In that time, ni
-Thave run across dozens of. .

. badly run nonprofits under

Well-.lntennoned leaders

P

» GUEST col.ummé'r

5

- trymg to make their World
- just a little bit better,
Runmng an effectrve ;
nonprofit is pretty com- :
. phcated‘ Good ‘intentions
require g 0d: knowledge
'ng to make a dif-

and trai

‘ing would-b nonproﬁt '
,Ieaders Int er' gard the'.

n_mg its’ edu-

cational arm,’
for Nonproﬁt [ eadershlp,

,' me; trying to maxim a
beneﬁt of ‘your ch ritable raudi

‘the Center

Wthh d1d ama 'ng work,
B until earlier this year when
it was closed by the VECE

- board of drrecto o

. false econom
- For those

Next are the f1nanc1al

.-stdtements mdependent-,
d? If yes, this is -

ly. audlte

gnﬁbut not: suf-

donations, here are soine "~ = "Whi

tools to help as W ntera -si

! -séason of giving, L
This-is how I tell ifa

nonprofit is Worth sup-.

portmg
First, I go ‘to their web-

 site and look fot: their fi-

nancial statements, IfI

find them, this tells mie *
“; thisorganization is atleast
. vaguely aware that being',
. ;,ﬁnanc1ally transparent, to .
‘the public is-at the core of
- being a nonprofit. -

i they have‘ap ysie .
cility”that can support
its claimed ‘mission and -
‘I look for evidence of its
programming,

Note that small nonprof-

“its, less than $1 million in
annual revenue, will only. -
- rarely have an audit, and -
*, that is OK. In these cases;
‘a. prospective donor will -
-_need to dig-a bit deeper.

Next, I go tothe charlty

. opt into. If youare cons1d-

, Web81te WWW. Gurdestar
org. If you donate money -
to charity, you should .
- bookmark this site. Cre="
~ ‘ate a freeaccount and it
* will allow:you to do a bit -
more research. Guldestar«:

has created a programthat
well-run ‘nonprofits: can

required to disclose their
tax. returns. and, sfor, the:

-hardy, thered is awealth of
" détail. You can find salary

information, a list of board

members ificluding if any :
are related to .each other.

~or, paid, and a summary. .
- of how much ‘money they:
spend on programs Versus

501(c)(3)f nonproﬁts 'are »

' fundralsmg and admlms- g

tration.

- The finaland best check :
onacharity s towalk onto .
its site'when they are op- .
erating and look around. "

Ifit’s a'food bank, it will -
“be busy right: before ‘the -
« holidays. ‘Load up a bag ot~
groceries, put acheckinan. .
~_envelopgand walkin. ” *
i i Mostof these programs .

survive by the work of

volunteets, That is, hands |
.. down, the best way to get
to know, -and hopefully -

love, alocal nonproﬁt

:Bryan McQueeney’ is the-..
. executive director.of Ride On

Therapeutic Horsemanshlp

“Email him at bryan@rldeon
'_org L
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